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The Tenth Plague and the Passover (Exodus 11 – 13)






 
Main Point: God provides a way to escape the punishment of sin, and His way is the only way.
 
Key Verse: He [God] wants everyone to be saved. He wants them to come to know the truth. – 1 Timothy 2:4    

                
Materials: A square of masking tape on the ground with a gap in one side for a "door," a small snack inside the square (bag of pretzels, etc.)

 
Hands on Application:
·      Say: I need a volunteer today. Choose a volunteer. Now, I need you to try to imagine that you are starving. Imagine that you cannot go on if you don't get some food soon. Now, imagine that this square on the ground is a "grocery store." Pretend the lines are actually walls. What if I tell you that my "store" is giving away FREE FOOD? All you have to do is come in the door and get it! Tell me, what is the FIRST THING that you are going to do when you find out about the free food I'm giving away? Come in the door and receive the food.

·      Say: Of course! You're going to come in the door and get some food as fast as you can! Now imagine this: you would rather come in a different way than the door, but since there is only one way in, you'd rather not eat at all. Now tell me, wouldn’t it be ridiculous to stand outside the door and starve? Of course it would! That would make absolutely NO SENSE. Allow volunteer to enter the “store” and get the snack.

Group Discussion:
·      Say: Now, in that example, it was pretty obvious what the smart thing to do was. But, as strange as it seems, in a similar situation, we see people make the same wrong choice! The situation was the one we learned about in our lesson today: the situation that the Israelites and the Egyptians found themselves in. They were in a life and death situation - the lives of their firstborn sons were at stake! The way they were to save their sons was just as simple as in our example. God gave clear instructions of what they must do in order for the plague to pass over the house. They were to take a perfect, flawless male lamb, kill it, and put its blood on the doorframe of the house. This was almost as simple as coming in the one door to our "store" to get the food. Following God's instructions was also the ONLY way to be passed over, just like there was only ONE way to be saved from starvation in our example.

· Say: The Passover was a symbol of God’s final rescue plan. Ask: Can anyone tell me how Jesus was like the Passover Lamb? (We want kids to think about this and discuss it. Be sure the following major points are covered.) God sent His flawless Son, Jesus, to be like that flawless lamb. The lamb had done nothing wrong, but it died to save someone else. Jesus had done nothing wrong, but He died to save us. Just like the Israelites had to TRUST God’s plan by killing the lamb, we must TRUST God’s plan by trusting in Jesus. God’s plan for the Passover was the ONLY way to be saved from the plague; God’s plan for us to trust in Jesus is the only way for our sins to be forgiven, and avoid death and separation from God. In both cases, God is SO good to give a rescue plan for all who trust in Him!
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that the students will trust in the one and only way to be saved that God has provided for us. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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